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Curtis Yarvin wants American democracy toppled. He
has some prominent Republican fans.
The New Right blogger has been cited by Blake Masters and J.D. Vance. What exactly is he
advocating?
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Andrew Prokop is a senior politics correspondent at Vox, covering the White House, elections, and political
scandals and investigations. He’s worked at Vox since the site’s launch in 2014, and before that, he worked as a
research assistant at the New Yorker’s Washington, DC, bureau.

In September 2021, J.D. Vance, a GOP candidate for Senate in Ohio, appeared on a
conservative podcast to discuss what is to be done with the United States, and his
proposals were dramatic. He urged Donald Trump, should he win another term, to
“seize the institutions of the left,” fire “every single midlevel bureaucrat” in the US
government, “replace them with our people,” and defy the Supreme Court if it tries to
stop him.

To the uninitiated, all that might seem stunning. But Vance acknowledged he had an
intellectual inspiration. “So there’s this guy, Curtis Yarvin, who has written about some
of these things...”

Nearly a decade earlier, a Stanford law student named Blake Masters, asked by a friend
for reading recommendations for a book club, emailed a link to a set of blog posts.
These posts made an argument that was quite unusual in the American context,
asserting that the democratically elected US government should be abolished and
replaced with a monarchy. Its author, then writing pseudonymously, was Yarvin.

Masters is now the GOP Senate nominee in Arizona. At a campaign event last year,
according to Vanity Fair’s James Pogue, he was asked how he’d actually drain the
swamp in Washington. “One of my friends has this acronym he calls RAGE — Retire
All Government Employees,” Masters answered. You’ve probably guessed who the
friend is.

In many thousand words’ worth of blog posts over the past 15 years, computer
programmer and tech startup founder Curtis Yarvin has laid out a critique of American
democracy: arguing that it’s liberals in elite academic institutions, media outlets, and
the permanent bureaucracy who hold true power in this declining country, while the
US executive branch has become weak, incompetent, and captured.

Christina Animashaun/Vox; image of Curtis Yarvin/Mencius Moldbug from “How to Reboot the US government.” YouTube,

2012
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But he stands out among right-wing commentators for being probably the single
person who’s spent the most time gaming out how, exactly, the US government could be
toppled and replaced — “rebooted” or “reset,” as he likes to say — with a monarch,
CEO, or dictator at the helm. Yarvin argues that a creative and visionary leader — a
“startup guy,” like, he says, Napoleon or Lenin was — should seize absolute power,
dismantle the old regime, and build something new in its place.

To Yarvin, incremental reforms and half-measures are necessarily doomed. The only
way to achieve what he wants is to assume “absolute power,” and the game is all about
getting to a place where you can pull that off. Critics have called his ideas “fascist” — a
term he disputes, arguing that centralizing power under one ruler long predates
fascism, and that his ideal monarch should rule for all rather than fomenting a class
war as fascists do. “Autocratic” fits as a descriptor, though his preferred term is
“monarchist.” You won’t find many on the right saying they wholly support Yarvin’s
program — especially the “monarchy” thing — but his critique of the status quo and
some of his ideas for changing it have influenced several increasingly prominent
figures.

Besides Vance and Masters (whose campaigns declined to comment for this story),
Yarvin has had a decade-long association with billionaire Peter Thiel, who is similarly
disillusioned with democracy and American government. “I no longer believe that
freedom and democracy are compatible,” Thiel wrote in 2009, and earlier this year, he
declared that Republican members of Congress who voted for Trump’s impeachment
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after the January 6 attacks were “traitorous.” Fox host Tucker Carlson is another fan,
interviewing Yarvin with some fascination for his streaming program last year. He’s
even influenced online discourse — Yarvin was the first to popularize the analogy from
The Matrix of being “redpilled” or “-pilled,” suddenly losing your illusions and seeing
the supposed reality of the world more clearly, as applied to politics.

Overall, Yarvin is arguably the leading intellectual figure on the New Right — a
movement of thinkers and activists critical of the traditional Republican
establishment who argue that an elite left “ruling class” has captured and is ruining
America, and that drastic measures are necessary to fight back against them. And New
Right ideas are getting more influential among Republican staffers and politicians.
Trump’s advisers are already brainstorming Yarvinite — or at least Yarvin-lite — ideas
for the second term, such as firing thousands of federal civil servants and replacing
them with Trump loyalists. With hundreds of “election deniers” on the ballot this year,
another disputed presidential election could happen soon — and Yarvin has written a
playbook for the power grab he hopes will then unfold.

So these ideas are no longer entirely just abstract musings — it’s unclear how many
powerful people may take Yarvin entirely literally, but many do take him seriously. And
after the 2020 election crisis, the fall of American democracy seems rather more
plausible than it used to. To better understand the ideas influencing a growing number
of conservative elites now, and the battles that may lie ahead, then, I reviewed much of
Yarvin’s sizable body of work, and I interviewed him.

During our lengthy conversation, Yarvin argued that the eventual fall of US democracy
could be “fundamentally joyous and peaceful.” Yet the steps President Trump took in
that direction after the 2020 election were not particularly joyous or peaceful, and it
was hard for me to see why further movement down that road would be.
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From obscure “anti-democracy” blogger to New Right
influencer

In Yarvin’s telling, his political awakening occurred during the 2004 election. A
computer programmer living in Silicon Valley, he was then an avid reader of political
blogs, following the “Swift Boat Veterans for Truth” scandal about whether Democratic
nominee John Kerry had lied about aspects of his military service. Yarvin thought it
was clear Kerry had lied, and felt the media went to stunning lengths to protect him
and smear his accusers. But he also became disillusioned with the conservative
response, which he thought amounted to ineffectively complaining about “media bias”
and continuing with politics as usual. The problem, he felt, was far deeper.

An intense period of reading old books on political theory and history to contemplate
how systems work followed. Eventually, he (as he later put it) “stopped believing in
democracy,” comparing this realization to how formerly religious people feel when they
stop believing in God. Soon, he began posting blog comments, and then writing a self-
described “anti-democracy blog” beginning in 2007, under the pseudonym “Mencius
Moldbug.” In these writings — discursive, filled with historical references, wry, and
often gleefully offensive — he laid out a sort of grand theory of why America is broken,
and how it can be fixed:

The US government is a sclerotic, decaying institution that can no longer achieve
great or even competent things and, as he now puts it, “just sucks.” Constrained by
the separation of powers and Congress, the president has “negligible power” to
achieve his agenda in contrast to the “deep state” bureaucracy and the nonprofits
that are permanent fixtures of Washington’s governing class.

True power in the US is held by “the Cathedral” — elite academic and media
institutions that, in Yarvin’s telling, set the bounds of acceptable political discourse
and distort reality to fit their preferred ideological frames. This does not unfold as
a centralized conspiracy, but rather through a shared worldview and culture, and
it’s his explanation for why society keeps moving to the left through the decades.

It’s not just the current government that sucks — democracy sucks, too. Sometimes
he denounces democracy entirely, calling it a “dangerous, malignant form of
government.” Sometimes he says democracy doesn’t even practically exist in the
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US, because voters don’t have true power over the government as compared to
those other interests, which function as an oligarchy. Sometimes he argues that
organizations in which leadership is shared or divided simply aren’t effective.

Far preferable, in his view, would be a government run like most corporations —
with one leader holding absolute power over those below, though perhaps
accountable to a “board of directors” of sorts (he admits that “an unaccountable
autocracy is a real problem”). This monarch/CEO would have the ability to actually
run things, unbothered by pesky civil servants, judges, voters, the public, or the
separation of powers. “How do we achieve effective management? We know one
simple way: find the right person, and put him or her in charge,” he writes.

For years, Yarvin was something of an odd internet curiosity, with his ideas far from
most political conservatives’ radar. He gained one prominent reader — Thiel, who had
written about his own disillusionment with democracy, became a Yarvin friend, and
funded his startup. “He’s fully enlightened,” Yarvin later wrote of Thiel in an email,
“just plays it very carefully.” (Thiel did not respond to a request for comment.) Beyond
that, ideas bloggers like Robin Hanson and Scott Alexander argued with him, and he
gradually got more attention for being a leading figure in the “neoreactionary”
movement.

Though his blog was pseudonymous, he had not made a particularly extensive effort to
keep his identity secret, appearing in person as Moldbug to give a talk at a conference
in 2012. In the following years, journalists began to write about him by name, and
though he soon put his blog on hiatus to focus on his startup, outrage over some of his
writings continued to follow him. Yarvin was disinvited from one tech conference in
2015 after protests, and his appearance at another in 2016 led several sponsors and
speakers to withdraw.

The sticking points commonly cited by his critics included one Moldbug post on
historical thought about slavery, which was seized on as proof that he was “pro-slavery”
and racist. In a response, he said he believes in the biological roots of intelligence and
does not believe that all populations (or racial groups) are equally intelligent, on
average. But he insisted racism was “despicable” and said he did not believe Europeans
have any inherent or “moral superiority” over other races. Another post that spurred
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outrage discussed far-right Norwegian mass murderer Anders Breivik — Yarvin argued
that the political organizations of left heroes like Che Guevara and Nelson Mandela
also murdered civilians, and they should face condemnation, too.

Yarvin was out of the blogging game for the early Trump years (though he did attend
Thiel’s watch party for the 2016 election). But in his time away, his influence grew. To
some on the right, Yarvin’s longtime obsessions seemed both prescient and clarifying.
The “Cathedral” anticipated the “Great Awokening” and the social justice wars, as
Jacob Siegel has written. Presidential powerlessness before the “deep state” predicted
Trump’s struggles in getting his agenda done.

Additionally, Trump himself proved a filter of sorts to the conservative intellectual
class. As the president disdained the norms of classically liberal democracy,
conservatives who were attached to those norms either self-selected out of the party or
got purged. The pro-Trump intellectual space was taken by the New Right, thinkers
arguing the left’s control of culture, society, and government have gotten so bad that
extreme measures were necessary to reverse it — and that previous GOP leaders were
too hesitant to fully recognize they’re in a war and need to fight back.

Take, for instance, Vance. In explaining to podcast host Jack Murphy why he became a
Trump supporter after initially disdaining him, Vance said, “I saw and realized
something about the American elite, and about my role in the American elite, that took
me just a while to figure out. I was redpilled” — using the reference Yarvin helped
popularize. “We are in a late republican period,” Vance told Murphy. “If we’re going to
push back against it, we’re going to have to get pretty wild, and pretty far out there, and
go in directions that a lot of conservatives right now are uncomfortable with.”

After Yarvin stepped away from his startup (the company behind the open source
software project Urbit) in 2019, The American Mind, the online publication of the
conservative think tank the Claremont Institute, began publishing his essays,
effectively welcoming him into the now-mainstream discourse on the right. He became
a frequent guest on New Right podcasts, and in 2020 he started a Substack, at first
using it to post excerpts from an in-progress book but eventually returning to his
blogging roots. Then, when Trump tried and failed to overturn that year’s election
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result, Yarvin’s longtime interest in “regime change” suddenly became far more
relevant.

How to win absolute power in Washington

Talk of an American coup may sound bizarre, but coups are not that weird. They
happen in other countries, and in Yarvin’s telling, they’ve even happened in the US,
sort of. He argues that Alexander Hamilton, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D.
Roosevelt each so sweepingly expanded presidential power, centralizing authority and
establishing new departments, that they can be said to have founded new regimes.

But Yarvin wants to see something even more dramatic. In posts such as “Reflections
on the late election” and “The butterfly revolution,” and podcast appearances such as
those with former Trump official Michael Anton and writer Brian Chau, Yarvin has
laid out many specific ideas about how the system could really be fully toppled and
replaced with something like a centralized monarchy. Sometimes he frames this as
what Trump should have done in 2020, what he should (but won’t) do in 2024, or what
some other candidate should do in the future, if they want to seize power. “Trump will
never do anything like this,” Yarvin wrote. “But I won’t disguise my belief that someone
should. Someone worthy of the task, of course.”

It is basically a set of thought experiments about how to dismantle US democracy and
its current system of government. Writer John Ganz, reviewing some of Yarvin’s
proposals, concluded, “If that’s not the product of a fascist imagination, I don’t know
what possibly could be.” Many of these are similar to events preceding the fall of
democracies elsewhere in the world. Again, Yarvin’s prominent fans like Vance and
Masters wouldn’t fully endorse this program — Masters told NBC that he would have “a
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different prescription” of what to do than Yarvin, and that he believes in the
Constitution — but some aspects of it have caught their interest.

Campaign on it, and win: First off, the would-be dictator should seek a mandate from
the people, by running for president and openly campaigning on the platform of, as he
put it to Chau, “If I’m elected, I’m gonna assume absolute power in Washington and
rebuild the government.”

The idea here would be not to frame this as destroying the American system, but rather
as improving a broken system that so many are frustrated with. Congress is unpopular,
the courts are unpopular, the federal government is unpopular. Why not just promise
to govern as president as you see fit, without their interference? And see if people like
that idea?

“You’re not that far from a world in which you can have a candidate in 2024, even,
maybe,” making that pledge, Yarvin continued. “I think you could get away with it.
That’s sort of what people already thought was happening with Trump,” he said. “To do
it for real does not make them much more hysterical, and” — he laughed — “it’s
actually much more effective!”

It no longer seems clear that voters would reject such a pitch. Trump’s ascendancy
already proves that many American voters are no longer so enamored of niceties about
the rule of law and civics class pieties about the greatness of the American separated
powers system. Political messaging about “threats to democracy” has polled poorly this
year, with voters not particularly engaged by it.

Another piece of advice Yarvin has in this vein is that the would-be dictator should try
to prevent blue America from feeling so terrified about the new regime that they take
to the streets and make it all fall apart. Instead, ideally, liberals and leftists should feel
so disillusioned with the status quo that they’re ready for something new. (He thought
things were on a promising trajectory on this front during the early Biden
administration, but has griped that the Dobbs decision may have scuttled this by firing
up blue America.)
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Purge the federal bureaucracy and create a new one: Once the new president/would-
be monarch is elected, Yarvin thinks time is of the essence. “The speed that this
happens with has to take everyone’s breath away,” he told Chau. “It should just execute
at a rate that totally baffles its enemies.”

Yarvin says the transition period before inauguration should be used to intensively
study what’s essential for the federal government to do, determine a structure for the
new government, and hire many of its future employees. Then, once in power, it’s time
to “Retire All Government Employees” of the old regime, sending them off with nice
pensions so they won’t make too much of a fuss. To circumvent Congress, the president
should have his appointees take over the Federal Reserve, and direct the Fed on how to
fund the new regime.

Talk of firing vast swaths of federal workers is now common on the right. In late 2020,
Trump issued an executive order called “Schedule F” that would reclassify as many as
50,000 civil servants in middle management as political appointees who could be fired
and replaced by the new president. Nothing came of it, and Biden quickly revoked it,
but Trump’s regime-in-exile is brainstorming what could be done with it in a second
term, as Axios’s Jonathan Swan has reported.

To Yarvin, even that is a doomed half-measure. “You should be executing executive
power from day one in a totally emergency fashion,” he told Anton. “You don’t want to
take control of these agencies through appointments, you want to defund them. You
want them to totally cease to exist.” This would of course involve some amount of chaos,
but Yarvin hopes that will be brief, and the actually essential work of government would
quickly be taken over by newly created bodies that could be under the autocrat’s
control.

Ignore the courts: The rule of law in America is based on shared beliefs and behaviors
among many actors throughout the system, but it has no magical power. The courts
have no mechanism to actually force a president to abide by their wishes should he defy
their rulings. Yet, with certain notable exceptions, they have had an extraordinary
track record at getting presidents to stay in line. Defying the Supreme Court means
ending the rule of law in the US as it has long been understood.
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Yarvin has suggested just that — that a new president should simply say he has
concluded Marbury v. Madison — the early ruling in which the Supreme Court greatly
expanded its own powers — was wrongly decided. He’s also said the new president
should declare a state of emergency and say he would view Supreme Court rulings as
merely advisory.

Would politicians back this? J.D. Vance, in the podcast mentioned above, said part of
his advice for Trump in his second term would involve firing vast swaths of federal
employees, “and when the courts stop you, stand before the country like Andrew
Jackson did, and say, ‘The chief justice has made his ruling. Now let him enforce it.’”

Co-opt Congress: One reason past presidents may have been reluctant to defy the
Supreme Court is that there is one body that can keep them in check — Congress,
which can impeach and actually remove a president from office, and ban him from
running again.

Now, congressional majorities have been gradually getting more deferential to their
party’s presidents. Yet the threat of impeachment and removal hung over much of
Trump’s decision-making and likely prevented him from going further in several key
moments. For instance, he didn’t fire special counsel Robert Mueller, and he backed
down and left office after January 6 (while Mitch McConnell’s allies were leaking that
the GOP Senate leader might support impeachment, in an apparent threat to Trump).
Congress also frequently cut Trump out of policymaking, ignoring his veto threats.

Yarvin’s idea here is that Trump (or insert future would-be autocrat here) should create
an app — “the Trump app” — and get his supporters to sign up for it. Trump should
then handpick candidates for every congressional and Senate seat whose sole purpose
would be to fully support him and his agenda, and use the app to get his voters to vote
for them in primaries. Trump has been picking primary favorites and had some
success in open seat contests, but this would be a far more large-scale, strategic, and
systematic effort.

The goal would be to create a personalistic majority that nullifies the impeachment
and removal threat, and that gives the president the numbers to pass whatever
legislation he wants. If you can win majorities in this way, then “congratulations,

https://graymirror.substack.com/p/reflections-on-the-late-election
https://jackmurphylive.libsyn.com/jd-vance-jml-070
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/12/us/politics/mcconnell-backs-trump-impeachment.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/politics/trump-veto-spending-bill.html
https://graymirror.substack.com/p/the-butterfly-revolution


you’ve turned the US into a parliamentary dictatorship,” Yarvin told Chau. Effectively,
the US’s Madisonian separation of powers will have been made moot.

“I think it could be done by, um, anyone with a few billion dollars to spare,” he
continued. “This is what pisses me off — that I don’t know anyone with, like, billions of
dollars who could do this.” He then paused, which you can read into as you wish. “Oh —
you know, such is life.”

Centralize police and government powers: Moving forward in the state of emergency,
Yarvin told Anton the new government should then take “direct control over all law
enforcement authorities,” federalize the National Guard, and effectively create a
national police force that absorbs local bodies. This amounts to establishing a
centralized police state to back the power grab — as autocrats typically do.

Whether this is at all plausible in the US anytime soon — well, you’ll have to ask the
National Guard and police officers. “You have to be willing to say, okay, when we have
this regime change, we have a period of temporary uncertainty which has to be resolved
in an extremely peaceful way,” he says.

Yarvin also wants his new monarch’s absolute power to be truly absolute, which can’t
really happen so long as there are so many independently elected government power
centers in (especially blue) states and cities. So they’ll have to be abolished in “almost”
all cases. This would surely be a towering logistical challenge and create a great deal of
resistance, to put it mildly.

Shut down elite media and academic institutions: Now, recall that, according to
Yarvin’s theories, true power is held by “the Cathedral,” so they have to go, too. The new
monarch/dictator should order them dissolved. “You can’t continue to have a Harvard
or a New York Times past the start of April,” he told Anton. After that, he says, people
should be allowed to form new associations and institutions if they want, but the
existing Cathedral power bases must be torn down.

Turn out your people: Finally, throughout this process, Yarvin wants to be able to get
the new ruler’s supporters to take to the streets. “You don’t really need an armed force,
you need the maximum capacity to summon democratic power that you can find,” he
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told Anton. He pointed to the “Trump app” idea again, which he said could collect 80
million cell numbers and notify people to tell them where to go and protest
(“peacefully”) — for instance, they could go to an agency that’s defying the new leader’s
instructions, to tell them, “support the lawful orders of this new lawful authority.”

He points to the post-Soviet revolutions in Eastern Europe as a model, saying the
enormous mass of people “shouldn’t be menacing in this January 6 sense, it should
have this joyous sense that you’re actually winning and winning forever and the world
is being completely remade.” And he says that though many police officers follow
orders during their day jobs, many of them also support Trump — so perhaps they
could signal that by putting on “a special armband.”

“If the institutions deny the President the Constitutional position he has legally won in
the election, the voters will have to act directly,” Yarvin wrote. “Trump will call his
people into the streets—not at the end of his term, when he is most powerless; at the
start, when he is most powerful. No one wants to see this nuclear option happen.
Preparing for it and demonstrating the capacity to execute it will prevent it from
having to happen.”

Sowing seeds of doubt in democracy

Yarvin and I spoke for nearly two and a half hours recently. He peppered his comments
with hundreds of historical references, and, as he often does with left interlocutors, he
focused on areas where he appeared to believe he could find common ground. He was at
pains to reassure me that he didn’t believe the US regime was going to fall anytime
soon, saying this was a “generational, not immediate” process.

“Part of my project now is to say let’s make this a little less of an abstraction, let’s
imagine what it might look like in a way that it doesn’t scare anyone,” he said. “It is
dangerous! Any kind of serious political change is dangerous. And where we are is also
dangerous,” he said. He named specifically the possibility of nuclear war in Ukraine,
which does seem quite dangerous, though it cannot be laid solely at the feet of
democracy. And while saying he was not exactly a fan of FDR, he sang the praises of
New Deal Washington as a time when the US government could actually achieve
impressive things, bemoaning that it no longer can.
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All this is more politic than Mencius Moldbug’s old approach of throwing rhetorical
bombs at the left, and he’s given an explanation of this shift. On his Substack, he has
used a Lord of the Rings metaphor in which red-staters are “hobbits,” battling the elite
blue-stater “elves,” but with “dark elf” allies — elite blue-staters like him. “The first job
of the dark elves is to seduce the high elves — to sow acorns of dark doubt in their high
golden minds,” he wrote. Then perhaps they’ll change sides, or at least their
“conviction and energy” may flag. “Today’s global elites are invulnerable to any
external coercive power and can coerce any internal coercive power,” he continued.
“Like the USSR, they can only overthrow themselves.”

That is: He wants to convince elite liberals and leftists to lose faith in the system,
believing that when enough of them no longer want to defend it, it will be easier to
topple. In his thinking, that’s the prerequisite for regime change. “​​When you see
cultural elites developing a sense of possibility in a broader sense which is outside the
sort of matrix of conventional belief, then you’re like, okay, something interesting is
starting to happen,” he told me.

And among liberals and the left, there is indeed much frustration that our government
and political system have become sclerotic and ineffective, that the Constitution is
fatally flawed, that America can’t build anymore, and that the president is frustratingly
weak. Ideas to empower the majority party, expand executive power, and take the
Supreme Court down a peg are now commonly debated among Democrats. They share
with many on the right the feeling of being locked in never-ending political combat
with a terrifying, powerful “other side” that enjoys unfair advantages in the system,
while their own leaders aren’t doing enough to fight back.

But of course Yarvin’s villains (the media, academia, the “deep state”) are different
from the villains in the progressive story (moneyed interests, bigotry or systemic bias,
religious extremists, ignorant red-staters). And what he’d want his monarch to do with
all that power is different, too: He’s written about his idea to deter crime by putting an
ankle monitor on anyone who’s not rich or employed, and to create “relocation centers”
for “decivilized subpopulations.”

So if you’re trying to increase left-right agreement that the current system is fatally
flawed, I asked him, is it really possible to please both sides about what the new system
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will offer? Might you be trying to sell the left a bill of goods, claiming this future
monarchy will be better, when it will actually be far worse for them?

“Neither side should be sold a bill of goods,” he answered. “This is not a homogeneous
country; it’s never been. There’s a lot of people in this country who have to share the
same land. That’s a solvable problem.” He referenced the long-running conflict
between plebeians and patricians in the Roman Republic, which he said was made
irrelevant by Julius Caesar and his successor Augustus’s centralization of power.
“Imagine in America if this red state/blue state, race war, class war, all this shit, it’s just
gone,” he said.

The picture was so rosy that the music of John Lennon began playing in my head. It is
certainly possible to imagine a much more effective government under one-man rule
than the one we have now. Perhaps if we picked out the perfect brilliant, ingenious,
compassionate king (with a wise board of directors he’d respect rather than supplant),
it all would work out well. It could also, of course, work out very poorly.

Even if the darkest scenarios don’t come about, sclerosis and decay are hardly problems
unique to democratic systems — they’ve affected autocracies throughout history, up to
today. It is difficult to ensure the leader’s incentives are focused on good governance
rather than on entrenching himself in power. The corporate model, which Yarvin
praises, also often leads to dysfunctional bureaucracy, not to mention that governing a
country might simply be a different sort of problem than running a company.

But in a practical sense, Yarvin’s long-term ambitions for the new regime matter less
than his ideas about how the old one could fall. Yarvin’s popularity among rising
Republicans and New Right intellectuals reveals this cohort is more and more willing
to entertain ideas that are out of the mainstream. Some ambitious figure, or even
Trump himself, could well try to follow his playbook in a future crisis.

If they do, despite Yarvin’s urging that the revolution should be “absolutely bloodless,”
there’s no telling how messy things could get. All the declarations that America is
currently falling apart could look quaint by comparison to what comes, if the rule of law
is shredded and the current order is toppled. “If you yank out a tooth, you cannot
automatically expect a new and better tooth to grow back,” the economist Tyler Cowen
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recently wrote, in a critique of the New Right. The best-laid plans of revolutionaries
very often go awry.

When I first asked to speak with Yarvin, he requested that I prove my “professional
seriousness as a current historian” by “reading or at least skimming” three books, and I
complied. One of them, Public Opinion by Walter Lippmann — a classic of the
journalism school canon — describes how people can respond when their previous
beliefs about how the world works are called into question.

“Sometimes, if the incident is striking enough, and if he has felt a general discomfort
with his established scheme, he may be shaken to such an extent as to distrust all
accepted ways of looking at life, and to expect that normally a thing will not be what it
is generally supposed to be,” Lippmann wrote. “In the extreme case, especially if he is
literary, he may develop a passion for inverting the moral canon by making Judas,
Benedict Arnold, or Caesar Borgia the hero of his tale.”

There, I thought of Yarvin — the self-described dark elf who yearns for a king.
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