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"Outrageously entertaining....This movie is glorious testimony to the moral power of satire.” N\New York
Magazine

"It shines with raw wit and originality.” N Newsweek

"Almost too good to be a film. More laughs per dollar than any other film fuel." N Monsters and Critics

"A hilarious movie.... Even if you don't agree with the Yes Men's political agenda, you'll get a big kick out of
this movie." N New York Post

"Great fun... It takes some nerve, not to mention diabolical intelligence... to pull off the elaborate pranks
devised by the Yes Men." NNew York Times

"Fiendishly amusing... Out-Borats Sacha Baron Cohen at his most confrontational."NlVashington Post
"Comedic vigilante justiceE Media-savvy pie-to-the-face."N' USA Today

"Hilarious, therapeutic, inspiring. The Yes Men are geniuses."
N Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctrineand No Logo

"There is more than one way for a film to tweak the powers that be .The Yes Men Fix the Worldjoes at it
with a raised eyebrow and a droll sense of humor." KNew York Times

"Funnier and more useful than Sacha Baron Cohen'8rYno." N The Observer
"We remain convinced that this is the year's top documentary film." N New Scientist

"One of the funniest movies I've ever seen, and two of the ballsiest guys I've ever met. Thank God for the Yes
Men." N Morgan Spurlock, director of Supersize Me

"The Yes Men Fix The Worlctould be this seasonOs choice." Screen Daily

"This movie is a hoot, and a pertinent one at that." N Hollywood Reporter

"Capitalist-critiquing chicanery... fat-cat-fooling fun." N Variety
"We think it is a serious matter when people willingly misrepresent themselves." RExxon

"It's really a sick, twisted - | don't even want to refer to it as a joke."
N US Department of Housing and Urban Development

"Pant-shittingly hilarious.... The thinking-person’'s Sacha Baron Coheri. N Netribution

For additional clips please visit this page.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Filming locations:

UK: London, Dundee

France: Paris

India: Bhopal

United States:New Orleansand Venice Louisiana,New York City and UpstateNew York,
Amelia Island Florida, Washington DC

Canada: Calgary

World Premiere: January 18, 2009 B Sundance Film Festival, Park City, UT.
NYC Premiere: October 7, 2009. Film Forum Theater. New York, NY
Nationwide Theatrical Release: October 23, 2009.

MPAA Rating: Not rated (one instance of profanity)

Genre: Documentary

Languages:English

Running time: Theatrical Version: 87 minutes (including end credit roll)

Awards:

Audience Award, Berlin International Film Festival, 2009
Audience Award, Planet Doc Film Festival, Warsaw, 2009
Audience Award: Berkshire International Film Festival, 2009

One-liner: This gut-bustingwake-upcall follows two gonzopolitical activistsfrom New Orleans
to NYC to Indiaasthey pull off theworld'smostoutrageoupranks Beware,CorporateAmerica:
the Yes Men are here.

Brief synopsis:

TheYesMenFix theWorld is a screwballtrue storyabouttwo gonzopolitical activistswho pose
astop executive®f giantcorporationslie theirwayinto big businesgonferencesandpull off the
world'smostoutrageoupranks Armedwith little morethancheaphrift-storesuits,the YesMen
infiltrate the halls of powerandturn corporategreedinto raucouscomedy.SachaBaron Cohen
meetsMichael Moore in this gut-bustingwake-upcall that provesa little imaginationcango a
long way towardsvanquishingthe Cult of Greed.Who knew fixing the world could be somuch
fun?



Synopsis

Andy Bichlbaum and Mike Bonanno are two guys who just can't take "no" for an answer.
Theyhaveanunusuahobby:posingasexecutiveof corporationgheyhate . Armedwith nothing
but thrift-store suits, the Yes Men lie their way into businessconferencesand parody their
corporatetargetsin evermoreextremeways,doingall they canto wakeup their audienceso the
danger of letting greed run our world.

Thefilm opensasAndy, purportingto bea Dow Chemicalspokespersorgetson the biggestTV
newsprogramin the world andannounceshat Dow will finally cleanup the site of the largest
industrialaccidentin history,the BhopalcatastropheThe result:aspeopleworldwide celebrate,
Dow's stock value loses two billion dollars.

Thereality hits Andy andMike like aton of bricks: peoplewantDow to dotheright thing, butthe
markethasdecidedt can't.We havecreateda systenthatmakesdoingtheright thingimpossible.
If we keepputtingthe marketin thedriver'sseatwill it happilydrive thewhole planetoff a cliff?

As the bankingcrisis hasshown,andclimatechanges now showing,it is fully capableof doing
just that.

At conferenceafter conferencethe Yes Men try to wake up their corporateaudiencedo this

frightening prospect,in the processtaking on some of the world's biggest and baddest
corporations.One audienceasks polite questionsafter the Yes Men, posing as Halliburton,

demonstratesix-foot-diameterinflatable grubs called "Survivaballs,” designedto save the

wealthiestfrom the dangersof climatechange And in what mustbe the mostgruesomeproduct
demoon film, Andy and Mike poseas Exxon and passout candlesmadefrom the company's
new biofuel, "Vivoleum" Bwhich, the oilmenin the audiencealiscovertoo late,is madefrom the

human victims of climate change.

In additionto shockingthe powerful,the Yes Men actasgonzojournalists,delving deepinto the
guestionof why we havegiventhe marketmorepowerthananyotherinstitutionto determineour
directionasasociety.Along the way, they visit the accidentallyhilariousunderworldof the free-
marketthink tanks,find humorat the site of the world'sworstchemicalspill, visit a "Gulf Coast
Reconstructior€onferenceWwhich turnsoutto beall abouthomelandsecurity,andtry to takeon
(without luck) oneof the beefiestconferenceorganizerseverfilmed. And asthey appearon the
BBC before300 million viewers,or before1000New OrleanscontractorsaalongsideMayor Ray
Nagin, the layers of lies are peeled back to reveal the raw heart of truth.

Finally, in a spoofreportedaroundthe world last November the Yes Men andfriendsgive New
Yorkers a tasteof what headlinescould look like if we bandtogetherto defeatthe cult of the
market.Aboveall, thefilm is acall to action.We cando better,it says;if the YesMen candoit,
we all can.



Directors' Statement

In thebeginningwe thoughtwe weremakinga funny movie abouta seriesof activistpranks like
our first documentaryThe YesMen (dir. Chris Smith, SarahPrice,Dan Olman, United Artists,
2003. But in the first weekof shooting,the first thing we did had suchunexpectecffectsthat
we hadto dig deepeiinto whatit all meant.This couldnotbeanothembservationatiocumentary;
this time we neededo try to exposethe very systemsand structureghat havemadeour world
what it is.

It all startedwith a call from anenvironmentahctivistfriend of ours,Gillo Cutrupi.He hadseen
TheYesMen which showedusimpersonatinghe World TradeOrganizatiorandridiculing them
andthe systemthey representGillo suggestedve apply our "skills" to a much more concrete
issue, one that struck to the very core of what is wrong with the world: corporate governance.

Dow Chemical,Gillo told us, hadrecentlyboughtUnion Carbide,the companythat causedhe
Bhopalcatastrophétheworld'slargestindustrialaccident) Carbidehadnevercleanedup thesite,
andtheir CEOhadevenskippedbail in India. Now Dow wassayingthatalthoughtheyhadbought
Union Carbide,they did not own the liabilities, but only the assetsandhadno obligationto the
Bhopalis.

This was worse than wrong; it was profoundly criminal. Could we somehowshameDow

Chemicalinto doing what's right? If so, we might set a global precedentthat would mean
companiesvould think twice beforeendangeringhousand®f people- or buyingthe companies
that did.

Sowe setup a fake Dow Chemicalwebsite,andwe waited. Then,a week beforethe twentieth
anniversanof the Bhopalcatastropheye gotthe chanceof alifetime whenthe BBC mistookour
fake Dow Chemicalwebsitefor therealthing, andaskedfor a Dow representativéo appeative
on their show.

We spranginto action. Mike flew down to Paris,where Andy lived at the time, and followed
him into the studiowith a camera.There,in front of 300 million viewers,one"JudeFinisterra"
took responsibilityfor the largestindustrialdisasterin history on behalfof Dow Chemical,and
announced a $12 billion dollar plan to clean up the mess and at long last settle with the victims.

At first we felt great! This wasthebiggestcoupwe hadeverpulledoff. But thatnightwe learned
thatduringthehourwhenthe stockmarkethadbelievedDow wasdoingtheright thingin Bhopal,
Dow'sstocklost$2 billion in value! Thefinancialsystemhadeffectively punishedvhatit thought
was Dow's good behavior.

Oncewe wrappedour headaroundthis sadfact, we knew what our film hadto do: exposethe
idiocy of aneconomicsystemthatrewardscriminality. Whatwe didn't know wasthatwe would



spendthe next five yearsfollowing this story throughsomeof the weirdestfilming adventures
imaginable - and even, at one point, underwater!

At the end,we wereglad it hadtakenso long, becauseight beforewe finished, the mortgage
crisis hit, the "free market"wasrevealedo be a big con,andthe whole economyfell to pieces.
Everythingwe'dbeentalking aboutin thefilm wasbeingtalkedabouton the streetWherebefore
peoplehad given us blank looks when we talked about"markets,"now peoplewere listening,
nodding in agreement, and relating their own stories of economic injustice.

For decadesenvironmentalisthave beentelling the world that we're all in deeptrouble, and
thatour civilization's pursuitof endlesggrowth will kill usassurelyasany diseaseMany of us
thought theywereright, but nobodyknew how soonthe whole world would be forcedto listen.
Today,our understandin@f climatechangemeanghatproblemswe thoughtwe hadcenturieto
figure out, we mustdealwith in a decadeThe rulesof the gamehavechangedSowhatdo we
do?

So far, we've all donevery little. For our part, we decidedto make our movie into a popular,
comediccall to action.A systemthatpunishesa companyfor doingtheright thing by its victims
will, if left uncheckedtakeall of usoverthecliff's edge.Canwe makepeoplelaughhardenough
that they cry, and then set out to change things? We'll see. In any case, it's all we can do.



A Conversation with the Yes Men

What's your new movie about?

It's aboutaction.Now thatwe in the U.S. haveseenourselvesobbedto the tuneof hundred=f

billions of dollarsandunderstandhow bankersandother"free-market"heroeshaveswindledus

big-time, it's really time to act. And therearelots of waysto do that. Everyoneneedsto make

change happen, whether by the weird methods the two of us do it, or by more intelligent means.
If we don't- if we let corporationglo whattheywant,theway the free-markegurushavetold

uswe must- theworld will goto hellin ahandbasketWe advocatehatcitizensbeableto decide

their own futures rather than let big corporations do it.

What was your first act as the Yes Men?

We couldn'tmakeit to the Novemberl999Seattleprotestsagainsthe World TradeOrganization,
sowe thoughtwe'd do the nextbestthing andsetup the fake websiteto highlight throughsatire
whatwe thoughtwasbadaboutfree-markeglobalization.To our surprise peoplestartedwriting
to our websitethinking it wastherealthing, andwe eventuallygot invited to a conferenceasthe
WTO.

It took us abouta monthto realisethat we shouldgo, but we did, andwe spokein the name
of the WTO to a small conferenceof lawyersin SalzburgAustria. We proposedrivatizing the
whole systemof voting, and allowing corporationsto buy votesdirectly from citizensvia the
internet.Thatcutsoutthewholecomplexof lobbyingandcampaigrfinanceandall thatcrap:just
have the money go efficiently from point A to point B. It's a free-market solution to democracy.

Peoplejust satthere and absorbedt and applaudedat the end and weren'tshocked.So in
subsequent conferences we just upped the volume continuously.

Why "The Yes Men"?

A yesmanis someonavho agreeswith the bossno matterhow stupidor idiotic. Whatwe do is
getinvited to conferencesind agreeso hard,audienceshouldtake notice. But they donOtAnd
that shows the rest of the world that there's a serious problem here.

At one point Andy claimed to be a spokesmanfor Dow Chemical, saying Dow would pay
whatever it took to clean up after the Bhopal disaster of 1984. What effect did that have?
It wiped $2 billion off Dow's stock price; we didn't expectthat. Whenwe reflectedon that, we
realizedit meantthatevencorporatemanagergsan'tdotheright thing. Evenif theywantedto they
would be punishedoy the market,by the system.Thatbecomeghe underlyingthesisof our film:
we need to change the rules that allow the market to reward bad behaviour.

More cheerfully,thatactionalsoresultedin 600 articlesin the US pressabouthow Dow had
bought Union Carbide, but was refusing their liabilities. That was the whole goal of the action.

What about the false hopes?
Hahahaha. Yup, what about them.



Near the end, Andy posesas a representative of the US Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development,and lays out a bold new plan to restore shuttered public housing in New
Orleans. Did the residentsver get back into their homes?

No. HUD endedup tearingit all down. You canOwin everything.But it's a cumulativething.
We like to point out that the environmentwould be much, muchworseoff if thereweren'tan
environmentamovement.The samewith any struggle.Only very rarely do thesesort of things
resultin immediate concretechange- onegreatexampleof thatis whena protestemamedTim
DeChristopherecentlyposedasa wealthyindustrytype andwon a bunchof oil andgasleasesat
auction....

What alternatives do you propose?

Thereare somefundamentaproblemswith the systemnow thatarejust obvious,like corporate

lobbyingin WashingtonWhy notjustrule it out? Thenif peopledecidethatwe wanthealthcare

for everyoneyouwon'thavea$100million effort to subvertit. Samewith agoodclimate-change

bill - there's so much money against it it's just not going to happen. That's just wrong!
Surelywe canfigure out somethingelse- it can'tberocketsciencelt could bejusta matterof

understandinghat we can'tallow corporationgo do whateverthey wantany more. That'swhat

our fake New York Times, that ends the film, was about: imagining a better world. It's not hard.

Why can't we just write letters and get things changed that way?

The historical precedentis that changeonly happenshrough peopletaking to the streets.In

the GreatDepressionfranklin Roosevelinstitutednationalhealthcarea retirementplan, labour
laws, and so on. All thesethings that everybodyin the developedworld takesfor granted,
especiallyin Europe cameout of the GreatDepressiornn theUS. But it wasn'tRoosevelt'sdea.lt

wasmassivepublic pressureregularpeopledemandinghesethings,takingoverrelief officesand
saying,"We needrelief if we don'thavejobs,we needto bekeptalive." It waspeoplein factories
unionizing,takingoverfactoriesandmarchingdownthestreetsTherewerealot of peopleforcing

the changes that Roosevelt conceded.

Today, we havea presidentand a lot of peoplein Congressvho wouldn't mind doing the
right thing. But they needour pressurelf they can point to peopleprotesting,they cansayto
theindustrialforcespressuringhem,”l can'tdo whatyou'retelling meto do becauseeopleare
taking to the streets.” This is a crucial part of democracy.

Fortunately the bankingcrisis hashelpedmakemillions of peoplemore political, andwe're
starting to see a lot more action. Our movie, we hope, will contribute to this.

What made you guys political?

We both have grandfatheravho died in the Holocaust;that must haveinstilled in us how out
of handthingscangetif you just trustanideology.And today,trustinganideologyis what has
happened, in a really big way.

Look attheway thatpeopleexcuseénjustice:"It's themarket,it's anecessargvil; like anyother
systemit's justa kind of sideeffect,unfortunate.'That'stheway all ideologistshaveexcusedhe
horrorsthattheirideologieshaveunleashean theworld. Theyall think thatit's doingbasicallya
good job and yes, there are these problems like the Gulags or whatever, but...



Key Facts from The Yes Men Fix the World

aOn December3, 1984, thousandsof peoplein Bhopal, India, were gassedio deathafter a
catastrophichemicaleakata Union Carbidepesticideplant.More than150,000peoplewereleft
severelydisabledb of whom 22,000havesincedied of their injuries - in a disastemow widely
acknowledgedsthe worldOsvorst-everindustrial disaster Although Dow Chemicalpurchased
Carbide in 200lit still refuses to address its liabilities in Bhopal €wen admit that they exist.

aAfter the Yes MenOsmpersonationof a Dow chemical spokespersoron BBC World on
DecembeB, 2004,acceptingull responsibilityfor the chemicalspill, DowOsommonsharedost
over $2 billion dollars in value in less than an hour.

a'lt's really a sick, twisted -- | don't evenwant to refer to it as a joke,” HUD spokeswoman
White told CNN. "At this point, it's not funny." This wasin responsdo HUD OspokespersonO
ReneOswinO®surprisannouncementdongsideMayor Ray Naginto aroomfull of contractors,
explaininghow insteadof tearingdown public housingrelativelyunscathedby HurricaneKatrina,
HUD would be rebuildingit so thatdisplacedresidentscould return."Right now, a lie is better
thanthetruth," said Annie Chen,mediacoordinatorfor SurvivorsVillage, a tent-city protestfor

the reopening of public housing in New Orleans, who applauded the Yes MenOs stunt.

a@eggie WattsQvas an Exxon janitor who donatedhis cancer-ravagetbody to producethe

testversionof Vivoleum, ExxonMobilOsew fuel madefrom the humanflesh of climatechange
victims. At leastthat'swhat a conferencefull of oil and gasexecsheardwhenthe Yes Men

impersonatedExxon at Canada@3oExpo2007.In the Ofunerarpbservance@deo playedat the

conference OReggiaVattsQvas actually played by ReggieWatts, an award-winningstand-up
comic.

a"lt is fakeandwe arelookinginto it," saidNewYork TimesspokeswomaatherineMathis, of
the Yes MenO©drearadition®f the paper.Over 100,000copiesweredistributedin Manhattan
on Novemberl2, 2008, with headlinessuchas OlradgWVar Ends,@Courtndicts Bush on High
Treason Charges,O and ONationalized Oil to Fund Cllimate Change Efforts.O

aExxonMobil and Dow Chemicalspokespersoniashedout at the film in aninterview with the
Reuterspressagency,shortly beforethe film's U.K. theatricalopeningin August 2009. "We
think it is a seriousmatterwhen peoplewillingly misrepresenthemselves,’saidRob Young, a
spokesperson for the world's largest oil company.



About the Filmmakers

The Yes Men

The Yes Men havebeencalled"the JonatharSwift of the Jackasgieneration'by authorNaomi
Klein. They poseas corporatebigwigs, infiltrate the world of big businessand scandalize
unsuspectinquudiencesn ways that shamethe world's biggestcorporatecriminals. Although
fronted by Andy Bichlbaumand Mike Bonanno,their membershigncludeshundredsof secret
agents.

The groupfirst gainedinternationalnotoriety a decadeago by impersonatingWorld Trade
Organizatiorspokesmein internationalTV andat businesgonferencedn 2004,United Artists
releasedh featuredocumentaryabouttheir hijinks (TheYesMen, directedby Chris Smith, Sarah
Price, and Dan Olman) that was distributedtheatrically aroundthe globe, and won numerous
awards.

Priorto foundingThe YesMen, BonannoandBichlbaumranthe subversivevebsiteRTMark,
which was the subject of over a dozen New York Times news featuresin the late '90s.
Individually, Bichlbaumand Bonannohaveestablishectareerdan film, writing, and mediaarts.
Bichlbaumhaspublishedtwo booksof fiction writing, and Bonannohaswritten and directeda
featuredocumentaryandnumeroushortfilms. Theirwork is regularlyshownin museunexhibits
suchasthe 1999 Whitney Biennial. Currently Bichlbaumis living in New York andteachingat
ParsonsThe New Schoolfor Designwhile Bonanndivesin Troy, NY andteachest Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.

Andy Bichlbaum

Director, Writer, Producer

Andy Bichlbaumis aguy from Tucson Arizona,who hashelda bunchof jobsandwasfired from

pretty muchall of them.He hasa "terminal” degreein experimentafiction writing, of which he
publishedacoupleof booksthatmadehim sorich andlazy thathetook up computeprogramming
to passthe time. While "working" as a programmer,he spentsometime orchestratingthe
infamous "Simcopter Hack," in which 80,000 copiesof a machovideo game were found -

shortly after being shippedto stores- to be "enhancedwith swarmsof kissingboys.Fired, yet
again he becamea celebrity amonga small but interestinggroup of lazy queerhackers,and
enjoyedtheattentionsomuchthathewenton to foundthe notorious"anti-corporatecorporation”
RTMark.com,a websitethat matchedllegal activist projectswith investorsandskilled helpers.
ThisWeb0.5 site generatedots of attentionin the mediaandwasmistakenasart by a numberof

curatorswhoincludedit in the WhitneyBiennialandothermajorshows.In the courseof running
RTMark, Bichlbaumandhis conspiratoMike Bonanncstumblednto startingTheYesMenwhen
a fake WTO websitethey createdaccidentallyreceivedan invitation from a law conferencen

Austria. Today,in additionto Andy's manyjobs with The Yes Men, he teachest ParsonsThe

New School for Design.

Mike Bonanno



Director, Writer, Producer

Mike Bonannois a guy from Troy, New York, who spenthis formative post-childhoodyears
makingmischief.He onceswitchedabunchof streetsignsin his collegetown of Portland,Oregon
to read"Malcolm X Street,"beforegettinga group of friendsto vomit red, white, andblue in
celebrationof the visit of a mannamedDan Quayle.He thengraduatedo more seriousthings:
purchasingalking Gl JoeandBarbiedolls, switchingtheir voiceboxesandreturningtheresultto
storeshelvesTheresultingmediafirestorm(theactioneveninspiredanepisodeof The Simpsons)
madeBonannoso famousthat evenlazy queerhackerdike Bichlbaumheardabouthim, andin
1996 a couple of mutual friends (one of whom is now an actualrabbi) put themin touch.In
additionto his creativework, he enjoysskatingon thin ice after the first freezeof winter along
abandonedtretchef the old Erie CanalnearTroy, New York, wherehe lives andworks asa
Professoonf MediaArt at RensseladPolytechnidnstitute.He hasa Scottishwife andtwo babies.

Kurt Engfehr

Co-Director

Kurt Enghehigrewup nextto asteelmill in aworking classsuburbof Detroit. He decidedagainst
acareerin the plantswhena friend hadhis finger rippedoff by a bandsaw.Kurt sawthe future,
andit wasTV. After living andfailing all overthe country,hesettledin New York City wherehe
workedatHBO, MSNBC andNationalVideo Center etc.asa staff Avid editor.He editedpromos
andprogramdor Lifetime, CBSandABC, andcreateda seriesof shortfilms featuringChernobyl,
the guitar playing penguin.Kurt was senioreditor on Michael Moore'sEmmy nominatedshow
OThe Awful TruthO (1999).

Kurt thenseguedrom TV to film by working on Bowling for Columbine(2002) for which
he won the American CinemaEditors Award for bestdocumentaryediting. Not being able to
pry himselfawayfrom bowling, Kurt wasco-producemlandeditor for the documentanA League
of Ordinary Gentlemen2004),thatwon the AudienceAward at the 2004 SXSW Film Festival.
Kurt theneditedMichaelMoore'sfilm FahrenheiB/11,the highest-grossingocumentaryilm in
history.

Kurt thenworkedon Seamles$2005)a movieaboutNY fashiondirectedby DougKeeve,who
previouslymade,Unzipped(1995) which mostpeoplefound ironic consideringjust how much
Kurt knows aboutfashion.He followed that up by editing AngelinaJolie'sdirecting debut,the
documentaryA Placein Time (2007)which can currently be seenby nobodyasit sitsin her
closet.He wasco-produceandeditoron the documentaryl rumbo(2007).A stringof producing
rolesfollowed, startingwith TakingLiberties(2007)a UK docaboutthe erosionof civil liberties
underTony Blair thatjust hada theatricalrun andwon a BAFTA nominationfor its director.He
followed thatup with a doc aboutthe selling of beautycalled Americathe Beautiful (2007)and
Bigger, Stronger, Faster (2008) a documentary about steroids, cheating, and excess in America.

A slight careerchangeappeargo be underway asKurt hasaccidentallybegunto direct. He's
just finished up co-directing duties on the film The Yes Men Fix The World.

April Merl



Editor

April Merl's editing creditsinclude featuredocumentarieSeamlessand Trumbo,and Angelina
Jolie's directorial debut A Placein Time. She also servedas editor and produceron the
documentanshortTalkin' Water. Sheis currentlyworking on the featuredocumentar2012: A
Time for Change.

Johnny Burke

Editor

JohnnyBurke is a UK based freelancedocumentaryeditor, whosework hasgoneon to win a
numberof awardssuchasOTheBoys from BaghdadHighO AmnestyAwardsBestDocumentary
and Winner of theBritish Foreign PressAssociationAward for Best Television Documentary
2008,andOJapam Story of Love andHate,Qvinner of BestInternationalDocumentaryat The
Norwegian Documentary Film Festival, Volda, Norway 2009.

Neel Murgai

Composer

NeelMurgaiis amulti-instrumentatomposerperformerandteacherHe studiessitarwith Pundit
Krishna Bhatt. Westerncompositionhe has learnedfrom Edgar Grana.Neel is also a frame
drummerand overtonesinger. Currently he is in matriculationfor a Master of Fine Arts in
InterdisciplinaryArts at GoddardCollege Neeluseshisdiverseinfluencesandeducatiorto create
a uniqguemusicwith a modernglobal perspectiveHe hascontributedhis musicto manybands,
danceandtheatertroupesdocumentarieandTV proramsHis group,the NeelMurgai Ensemble
performsa self styledindo chamber-jazavith sitar, tabla,viola andcello. Theywill bereleasing
their debutCD in 20100n InnovaRecordsVisit http://www.neelmurgai.corfor audiosamples
and more info.

Neel'smusichasbeenfeaturedin the Documentary'CrossingLines” andthe BBC programs
"Holidays on a Plate" and "Holidays in the Dangerzone". He has worked the the Bill T.
JonesArnie Zane DanceCompanyin their productions,'Blind Date" and"Another Evening:l
Bow Down". He hasalsoworked or performedwith the ManhattanChildren'sTheater,Dusara
Dance,Morgon Kara, Akim Funk Buddha,Mission on Mars, ThurstonMoore, Loren Connors,
SuzanneLanguile, Pharoah'©aughter,Suphala,Samir Chatterjee Mat Maneri, SameerGupta
and others.Neel has performedat Lincoln Center,Kennedy Center,CarnegieHall, National
Theaterof Taiwan, MelbournelnternationalFestival, Arts and Ideasfestival, Artsplosure,Art
Wallah, Mendhi Masti Masala, Blue Note, Joe's Pub and in many other venues around the world.

Noisola

Composers

From Milwaukee, Wisconsin,comea composingduo known asNoisola. Theywill write a more
complete bio shortly.

Ruth Charny

Producer

Prior to moving to New York City, Ruth Charnyspenta numberof yearsworking in a variety
of producingcapacitiesat PhiladelphiaQs¥PR station, WHYY-FM. Theresheproducedaward-


http://www.neelmurgai.com/

winning and ground-breakingshows, including the program, OThe8th & Diamond SoundO,
funded by the Departmentof Justice,in which young, at-risk gang-memberdearnedradio
programmingas a way to reachout constructivelyand creativelyto their neighborhoodsand
OFreeSpeech(y live forum, recordedat the PhiladelphiaMuseumof Art, in which the cityOs
movers & shakers would brainstorm creative ideas with the live audience.

Whenshemovedto New York City with hertwo small children, she continuedworking in
radioat New YorkOMWBAI-FM andinitiatedthepopularreadingseriesn whichwell-knownNew
Yorkersandcelebritiesvould readaloudfrom suchclassicsasOMobyDickO.Shethentook off a
periodof time to raiseher childrenandreturnedto directseveralfilms for WNET-TV, including,
OThd.ast SpaceVoyageof WallaceRamsel@ndfor A&E Network, OKitcherSinkO andmost
notably, OGirls in Suits at LunchO, which premiered at the New York Film Festival.

Ruth startedproducingfilm in 1992, working on Barry Primus@MistressGtarring Robert
DeNiro, RobertWuhl, Eli Wallach,andMartin Landau.In 1993,sheproducedRichardGlatzerOs
OGriefQvith llleanaDouglasand Craig Chesterln 1995,sheproducedDavid SalleO®Search
DestroyQvith DennisHopper,Griffin Dunne,EthanHawk, andChristopheiValken.Thiswasthe
first of 2 films thatsheproducedvith Martin ScorseseThe secondvasAllison AndersOGracef
My HeartQwith llleanaDouglas,JohnTurturro, Matt Dylan in 1996.In betweensheproduced
ChristopherMunchO©Colorof Brisk and LeapingDayOwith Michael Stipe and Jim McKay.
In 1998, sheproducedGarretWilliamOsSundancdab project, OSpark@ith TerrenceHoward,
andin 1999, ODrowningn Dry LandQwith NaveenAndrewsandBarbaraHersey.In 2000,she
producedDan McCormickO©0theNoicesOwith Rob Morrow, CampbellScott, and Stockard
Channing.In 2001, she continuedher work with ChristopherMunch and producedagainwith
Michael Stipe and Jim McKay SundanceFilm Festivalaward-winnerOTheSleepy Time GalO
with JackieBisset. In 2001,sheproducedTodd LouisoOSundancd-ilm Festivalaward-winner
OLovelLizaOwith Philip SeymourHoffman andMyra PaciOSundancé.ab film, OSearchingpr
Paradise@ith Chris Noth. In 2004, sheproducedwith InDiGent films andIFC, Alan TaylorOs
OKillthe PoorGandJennieLivingstonOshortfilm, OWhoGbke Top?An 2003,sheproducedwith
Ed Pressman and Content Films Curtiss ClaytonOs ORickO with Bill Pullman.

Shehasrecentlybeenconsultingfor the NYC-basedgamedesigncompany,gamelLab,and
developingnew projectswith Daniel Handleraka Lemony Snicketfor the Internet,aswell as
producinga TV seriesbasedon the works of UK/Americanbest-sellingauthor,Neil Gaimanfor
the Independent Film Channel.

Doro Bachrach

Producer

As a producer,Doro Bachrachhaswon an AcademyAward, four Emmies,and two Peabody
Awards. SheproducedOSoldier'sirlOstarringTroy Garity andLee Pacewhich premieredat the
2003 Sundancd-ilm Festival,basedon thetrue story of Pfc. Barry Winchell, who wasmurdered
by afellow soldierfor his love affair with a transgenderedightclubperformer. OSoldier'sirlO
was nominatedfor three GoldenGlobes,two IndependenSpirit awardsand won an American
Film Institute award. For HBO, she producedOTruman§larring Gary Sinise basedon David
McCullough'sbiography,which won the Emmy and Cable ACE awardfor BestPictureaswell
asthe Producer'sGuild award.SheproducedOCitizerCohnQalsofor HBO, basedon Nicholas
von Hoffman'sportrait of Roy Cohnwith JamesNoods. OCitizerCohnQvon BestPictureat the



CableAce Awardsanda PeabodyAward, whoseboardcitedthefilm asOperhapthe bestpicture
produced in any medium in 19920.

Among the independenfilms Bachrachhas producedare OLoveHurtsOwith Jeff Daniels
and John Mahoney, also written by OSoldier@irlOsscreenwriter Ron Nyswanerand ONoon
WineOadaptedrom KatherineAnne PorterOsovellastarringStellanSkarsg@Erivith Oprah
Winfrey's company,she producedCharlesBurnettO® TheweddingGstarring Halle Berry and
OAmMy& IsabelleGyith ElizabethShueandViola Davis. Shewastheassociat@roducerof ODirty
DancingOFor severalyears,she servedon the Board of Directorsof the Independenfeature
Project and is currently a board member of the Virginia Film Festival at UVA.

Alan Hayling
Executive Producer
Alan Hayling is a co-founderand Editorial Director of RenegadePictures,an independent
documentaryproductionhousein London.Prior to forming Renegad®icturesAlan Haylingwas
Headof Documentarieatthe BBBC. At the BBC, hewasresponsibldor awide rangeof factual
programmeshownacrossall the BBCOselevisionchannelsWhilst therehe and JonRowlands
co-createdMischiefapopulistsix partinvestigativeseriefor BBC3 andAlan executiveproduced
the multi-awardingwinning documentaryChildren of Beslan Previously Alan was Editorial
Directorat Mentorn oneof the UKO#argestproducersf factualprogrammesTherehe expanded
its rangeof programmingby launchinga sciencedepartmenta factual dramadepartmenand
factualentertainmengroup.He initiatedinternationaformatsincluding "BritainO$VorstDriver",
thereality show"ParadiseéHotel" for Fox,anddrama-documentaridi&e "The HamburgCell” for
Channel 4 and HBO.

Priorto MentornAlan spentenyearsasa Commissioning=ditor for Documentariegat Channel
4. Whilst there he createdand commissionedhe strands"SecretHistory" and "SecretLives",
"UndercoverBritain" anda rangeof documentaryseriesandsinglefilms. He wasthe Channel4
executivein chargeof work by someof top filmmakersin thefield including Errol MorrisO8Dr
Death",Phil Angland's'ShanghaVice" andMolly Dineen'sfilm "Geri," MichaelMoore'sseries
"The Awful Truth" and commissioned his hit film "Bowling for Columbine."”

Patrice Barrat

Executive Producer

PatriceBarratis a founderand executivedirector of Bridge Initiative International.Barrathas
won manyawardsin 29 yearsof journalism,includingthe Amnestylnternationalaward, BAFTA
award, FIPA GoldenAward and Adolf Grimme Preisfor documentariesike FamineFatigue,
Drowningby Bullets,theVis-a-Vis series SarajevoA StreetUnderSiegeandThe OtherAlgeria.
Films he producedwerealsofeaturedat the Canned-ilm Festival(Condor)andin Locarnoand
Rotterdam (How Arnold Won the West).

Jess Search

Executive Producer

JessSearchis the Chief Executive of the Channel4BRITDOC Foundation(britdoc.org, an
independentnon-profitorganisatiorsupportedoy Channel in the UK. Thefoundationis five



yearsold andhassupportedver 50 films including this yearOSundanceloublewinner Afghan
Star, Griersonwinner HereOdohnnyandBAFTA winner ChosenPreviouslyJessvasa Channel
4 commissioningeditor for 5 years and remainsinvolved in shootingpeople.otgthe online

filmmakers network she founded which celebratedits 10th birthday last year with 38,000
members.
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By Robert Bianco and Gary Levin, USA TODAY

« Fisticuffmanship | Main | Three movies: 'Humpday,' 'The Messenger,' anc
'Spread’ »

It's the Yes Men!

Like this story? Share it with Yahoo! Buzz

The Yes Men are a pair of
jokers who go around
making life miserable for
corporations they deem to
be major polluters and
disaster profiteers, while
trying to make the rest of
us laugh a little.

Since Andy Bichlbaum
and Mike Bonanno (real names Jacques Servin and Igor Vamos)
require a degree of anonymity, and they have powerful enemies,
they're surprisingly easy-going when recognized at a bus stop at the
Sundance Film Festival. Of course, that's why they're here. After their
self-titled 2003 movie, they're back at Sundance with a further
chronicle of their troublemaking -- The Yes Men Fix the World.

"There is an endgame. We're either faced with saving the world now,
or not having one. That's what the film is about,"Bichlbaum said as the
bus carried them through Park City.

The pair post fake websites for their target corporations, which get the
pranksters invited onto news programs and major industry
conferences. Given the platform, they administer comedic vigilante
justice by announcing, say, a $12 billion clean-up plan for the Bhopal,
India, pesticide gas disaster that killed thousands in 1984, shaming the
parent company (Dow Chemical) and hitting them with a media-savvy
pie-to-the-face.

That's in the new movie, along with Bonanno turning up as a fake
representative of Halliburton selling an Armageddon life-support
system called The SurvivaBall, a ridiculous inflatable pod that can
allow the "richest of the rich" to happily bounce around a
post-apocalyptic world.

Obviously both are committed environmentalists, but even The Yes
Men had to laugh at some of the green-boasting at the festival. On
their Sundance-embossed new jackets were tags indicating
"environmentally aware zippers," made out of recycled material.
Bonanno laughed: "That sounds like putting a Band-Aid on a severed
head."

Check out how cool it would be to live in a SurvivaBall:
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Yay - the Yes Men have a new documentary out! The anti-corporate
activists, who specialise in posing as top executives of corporations
they hate on TV and at business conferences around the globe, hit the
big screen later this week with "The Yes Men Fix the Worild".

Described by one reviewer as 'Bruno meets Michael Moore', they put
their Hunter S Thompson brand of gonzo journalism skills to good use
parodying their corporate targets in ever more extreme ways -
basically doing everything that they can to wake us all up to the
danger of letting greed run our world. On the way they delve deep
into the question of why we have given the market more power than
any other institution to determine our direction as a society, and
investigate the unintentionally hilarious netherworld of free-market
think tanks, where they figure out a way to defeat the logic that's
destroying our planet.

Not to mention appearing on the BBC before 300 million viewers to
announced that chemical giant Dow will finally clean up the site of the
largest industrial accident in history, the Bhopal catastrophe. The
result: as people worldwide celebrated, Dow's stock value lost two
billion dollars.

They've also managed to get up the noses of the world's largest oil
company, Exxon Mobil, who've accused the film of containing
"inaccuracies" about their business. Interestingly, the oil giant stopped
short of calling the Yes Men outright liars, despite a scene in the new
film featuring an entirely fictional new Exxon biofuel called
Vivoleum, made from the human victims of climate change.

Exxon's hesitation to fully condemn the Yes Men may be related to the
fact that they themselves frequently communicate "inaccuracies"-
only theirs have potentially deadly consequences. The Yes Men Fix the
World shines a light on some of Exxon's biggest lies, including the way
they funded advertising that says climate change is not a
problem.

~a't)

"Exxon Mobil has told lies of a total, criminal world-ending sort" says
Andy Bichlbaum of the Yes Men, "and nobody but a psychopath would
find them entertaining."

For those who do want be entertained, The Yes Men Fix the World
previews on August 7th at the Odeon Panton Street in London, and
premieres in 20 cinemas across the UK on August 11th.

Watch the trailer »
Buy tickets, get screening dates and times »

Get active: Take the Yes Men challenge »



She Yes Men fix the world. We ask what keeps them going?
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As the Yes Men - the thinking-person's Sacha
Baron Cohen - see their latest film released
in the UK, Netribution sneaks its way into a
secretive underground political cell known
only as 'Soho House' to find them out and
learn more.

The Independent's Johann Hari recently asked the question: "when
you are just one person sitting on a warming planet — when you see
economies collapsing, wars raging, and reasons for fear on every
corner — how should you react? What can you do?". Many of us, he
argued, settle for defiant pessimism: "l can't make any difference. It's
all going to happen, whatever | do. The political conversation.. has
nothing to do with me anyway", leading us to buy a bigger lock for our
door, distrust our neighbours and not go out much, other than to
occasionally let rip and collapse in a drunken mess on Latvian stag
weekends.

| was fortunate enough to put the question to the Yes Men - who seem

to have taken the crown of accessible yet uncompromising political satire - when | met them in London a few weeks ago ahead of
the release of the pant-shittingly hilarious The Yes Men Fix the World - winner of the Audience award at Berlin, and 'best
documentary of the year' according to the New Scientist. Andy Bichlbaum explained that they simply "do things that are fun".
Pessimism is avoided, he said, "if you do what you are drawn to and think it can have a positive effect, if you do want you want to do
and it's enjoyable. The despair comes from not doing anything and just sitting there and letting things happen."

Indeed it was frustration with the status quo which led them into Yes-ing the first place: "I started it more or less when | was in
college and there was a certain frustration." says Andy. "It could seem pointless to be in a march, while [this was] something that
could give me more satisfaction, that we had more fun doing."

Still not funded to prank all year round (wot no Channel 4 series?), the pair hold down day
jobs as University lecturers while jetting around the world pretending to be people that
they aren't. Few by now will have missed the infamous stunt where Bichlbaum was invited
on to BBC News 24 as a representative of Dow Chemical, and proceded to do the one
thing the owner of the chemical plant behind the disaster which has killed an estimated
25,000 people and disabled many more has never done - and apologise unreservedly for
the disaster, promising to shut the plant and pay out some $12bn in compensation and
clean-up (25 years on, the ground water there is still is toxic, and litigation continues).
Dow's stock price collapsed by some $2bn before the stunt was revealed.

The Yes Men Fix the World, after a slightly awkward start, gallops into one of the
funniest documentaries I've seen in years that had me both in tears, as the pair visited
Bhopal today; and stitches, as executives at a VIP annual petrochemical luncheon learn
that the candles they are holding are made from the flesh of an Exxon janitor, as part of a
cunning plan to recycle climate chaos casualties into a fuel source. The film takes us
behind the scenes of the pair's thinking, planning and stunts - with few areas avoiding
their attention. We see them share a stage with Mayor Nagin in New Orleans where
post-disaster relief has become mass-privatisation, with only four state schools left in the
entire city; uncover Halliburton's executive protection survival suit; and - in one of their
most touching stunts - handed out 80,000 alternative 'good news' copies of the New York Times, declaring peace in Iraq, a
restructure of the economy and a new maximum wage law (PDF). With more stunts planned in the run up to Copenhagen, the men
don't seem to sleep - indeed for the film's release in the UK, the pair handed out beautifully branded B'EauPal water in Soho, and at
the Dow offices:




thinking.

F
(
C
(
Q‘
( i
(\
(.‘
¢

What seems remarkable - besides their ability to get away with these
things - is the balance between focusing on local issues and the bigger
picture, which is summed up by Andy as the point that "we've entrusted
our destiny to this crazy ideology [consumerism] that has now gone
bankrupt and it's obvious it's gone bankrupt. But we really need to
ix t h e worl d sever our ties with it." It's a message no longer exclusive to radicals
and the far left - taking centre stage from Franny Armstrong's Age of
Stupid to Douglas Rushkoff's Life Inc to Annie Leonards' brilliantly
concise and informative 20-minute Creative Commons short The Story
of Stuff (which taught me that every bin bag of rubbish in my house is
matched with 70 bags of rubbish created in the production of that
waste - and that 99% of goods Americans buy will be binned within six
months). In short, as Leonard says, "you cannot run a linear system (of
production and consumption) on a finite planet indefinitely”. Even
Disney seems to agree, with Wall*E and its accompanying website,
being perhaps the most grimly disturbing illustration out of any of them
of the consequences of business as usual, of a society built first and
foremost around consumerism, greed and short term, unsustainable

So, are these guys the answer? Heroic cultural leaders such as

AT FRANCE / LTICLE 7/ RENERABE PRCTHRES UK / BRTDOC / COARRYT-SACRRICY e Bichlbaum and Mike Bonnano, Banksy and Kalle Lasn, Armstrong and
S NETL MRS s NOESOLA e PATRICE LCHTY EDITOR AP MERL BN RESEE WUTTS Rushkoff, Mark Thomas and Michael Moore, Colbert and Stewart -

o T ENFTOR Y ANDY FICRLAION « MRT BOAANED sticking the finger up to Goliath as they press for the change we want
O s rc Ry | but don't know how to get, while cracking some good jokes?

Actually, this is the second bad response to the problems of the world
Hari identified in his article, giving our leaders and cultural figures sole responsibility for change, investing in them superhuman
expectations to make up for the rot that we all see and sigh for, while letting us once more sit back and put our feet up, trusting that

Obama or the Yes Men will sort it out. It's just as dangerous as apathy:

"Both these moods leave you — the ordinary citizen — inert. All you can do is focus on your own personal life and wait, for
disaster or salvation. But these twin dispositions leave out the real option that is waiting for you. It is the only one that has ever
delivered political change in the past, and it is the only one that will pull us out of the ditch now. It is where ordinary individual
citizens — you — come together and raise their voices and offer solutions of their own."

This echoes the Yes Men's message, as Mike explains: "it's only by
individual action that things change. There's not driving a car, that kind
of thing, then there's also putting pressure on corporations and the
government to change. Specifically putting pressure on our elected
leaders to make sure that they have the mandate to pass the laws that
we hope to see at Copenhagen. There's tons of organisations here that
are doing it, from the more radical ones like Plane Stupid, to groups
like Friends of the Earth."

And if they wanted to follow in the Yes Men's shoes, any advice? "It's
not very hard, that's what I'd say to begin with. It's not rocket science"
explained Andy. "You can watch our movie, figure out how we do it and
go and do it. It's one technique amongst many for getting the message
out there. And for supporting a big movement that's making change.”

To help this further, the Yes Men have created a website that both
explains how they do it, gives ideas, and encourages groups to
mobilise around specific issues. At challenge.theyesmen.org you can
sign up to stunts - from a campaign against the targetted recruitment of
ethnic minorities and the ultra-poor for the military, to the Raging
Grannies Action League for US health care reform.

Johann Hari argues it's actions such as these that move civilisation
forward, and that as a species we depend on such movements:

"Far from being some dreamy call to kumbaya, collective political
action is the single biggest reason your life is incaiculably better
than that of your great-grandparents. When people first called for

[HE YES MEN

FIXTHE

equality for women, when people first started to conduct scientific experiments, when peaple first suggested paid weekends
and holidays for ordinary workers, they were greeted by the same glib pessimism we hear today. It'll never happen! What can

we do?...

Who was the leader of feminism? Who was the leader of scientific progress? Who was the leader of workers' rights? Sure,
there were inspirational individuals along the way. But they happened as a result of millions of ordinary people demanding it,
and never giving up. If we had waited for leaders to spontaneously see the light, we would be waiting still."

Or as Bilchbaum says, "Now that the world is in great danger, we really have to figure this out. It's a great moment."



